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Aft: towards the back of the boat

Bow: the foremost end of the boat.

Burgee: a flag normally flown frorn the top of the mast.
Batten: a thin plastic strip which fits into a long narrow
pocket in the sail.

Bridle wire: one of the two wires connected to the bow
and forestay on a catamaran.

Centre board: a pivoting plate that reduces sideways drift.
Cleat: a fitting to which ropes can be attached and
made fast.

Clew: the lower aft-most corner of a salil.

Cunningham hole: an eye set near the bottom of the luff
on a sail to enable the Iuff to be set more tautly when
required.

Daggerboard: a plate which can be moved vertically to
increase or reduce sideways drift

Diamend wires: supporting wires which form a diamond
shape and are used to control sideways mast bend.
Fairlead: afitting that leads a rope in the most convenient
direction for working

Foot: the bottom edge of the sail.

Forward: towards the bows of a boat.

Forestay: the wire supporting the mast in & fore and aft
direction.

Goose neck: a hinge fitting connecting the boom to

the mast.

Gunwhale: the outermost edge of the craft

Head: the top corner of a sail.
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Hounds: the connecting point on the mast for igging that
gives it support.

Halyard: a rope or wire used to hoist or lower sails.
Halyard rack: a toothed rack over which a halyard can be
lensioned to control tension at the sail luff,

Jib sheet: the rope used to control the position of the jib
when under sail.

Kicking strap: a line or series of lines between the base of
the mast and the underside of the boom to contral sail
twist and boom position.

Leech: the trailing edge of a sail

Leeward: the side of the boat on which the mainsail is
set when sailing.

Luff: the front edge of the sail.

Main sheet: the rope controlling the position of the
mainsail,

Mast heel: the casting at the base of the mast.

Mast step: the position on the hull or deck in which the
mast is located.

Port: the left hand side of a craft looking forward.
Reefing: the ability to shorten sails appropriate 1o the
degree of wind strength.

Shroud: a wire securing the mast in position and
preventing it from falling sideways

Shackle: a 'U' shaped piece of metal secured with a
pin, used for securing halyard to sails etc.

Spinnaker: A three-comered light weight sail normally
set foreward-most fo increase sail area when reaching
or running.
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STARBOARD

Spinnaker pole: a tube with hooks at either end to support
the spinnaker when set in relation to the mast.
Spinnaker up/down haul: a set of lines connected to the
centre of the spinnaker pole allowing adjustment of its
height.

Spreaders: metal struts placed in pairs approximately
halfway up the mast and connected to the shroud -
offering further mast suppaort.

Starboard: the right hand side of a craft looking forward
Stern: the aft-most area of a boat.

Tack: the lower forward comer of a sail

Tiller: a length of aluminium or wood which fits into the
rudder head 1o allow steerage.

Tiller extension: a length of aluminium connected to the
tiller by a universal joint which allows steerage whilst
leaning out.

Topping lift: a rope from the top of the mast to the end of
the boom to take the weight of the boom when the
mainsail is not hoisted

Trapeze wire: a wire connected approximately 24 up the
rmast which supports a crew member by means of a
harness and hcok arrangement, allowing further
extension of crew weight

Transom: the flat area across the back of the boat to
which the rudder is hung.

Thwart: a seat or seals set across the boat at 90 degrees.
Windward: the side of the boat opposite to which the
mainsail is set when sailing

el 1














































